Quotes Test on ‘Hamlet’ Act 2
For each of the following quotes state

· Who is speaking [1 mark]

· To whom they are speaking [1 mark]

· The context of the quote [3 marks]
1. ‘And there put on him

What forgeries you please’

2. ‘Your bait of falsehood takes this carp of truth’

3. ‘By indirections find directions out’

4. ‘And with a look so piteous in purport

As if he had been loosed out of hell

To speak of horrors, he comes before me.’

5. ‘He rais’d a sigh so piteous and profound

That it did seem to shatter all his bulk

And end his being.’

6. ‘That hath made him mad.’

7. ‘Since nor the exterior nor the inward man

Resembles that it was.’

8. ‘I have found

The very cause of Hamlet’s lunacy.’

9. ‘His father’s death, and our o’erhasty marriage.’
10. ‘Makes vow before his uncle never more

To give the assay of arms against your Majesty.’

11. ‘Brevity is the soul of wit’

12. ‘More matter with less art.’

13. ‘And now remains

That we find out the cause of this effect,

Or rather say, the cause of this defect,

For this effect defective comes by cause’

14. ‘If circumstances lead me, I will find

Where truth is hid, though it were hid indeed

Within the centre.’

15. ‘To be honest, as this world goes, is to be one man picked out of ten thousand.’

16. ‘Words, words, words.’

17. ‘Though this be madness, yet there is method in’t.’

18. ‘For there is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.’

19. ‘What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason! How infinite in faculty! In form, in moving, how express and admirable! In action, how like an angel! In apprehension, how like a god! The beauty of the world! The paragon of animals! And yet, to me, what is this quintessence of dust?’
20. ‘I am but mad north-north-west: when the wind is southerly I know a hawk from a handsaw.’

21. ‘Use every man after his desert, and who should ‘scape whipping?’

22. ‘You could, for a need, study a speech of some dozen or sixteen lines, which I would set down and insert in’t, could you not?’

23. ‘Yet I,

A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak,

Like John-a-dreams, unpregnant of my cause,

And can say nothing’

24. ‘I have heard,

That guilty creatures, sitting at a play, 

Have by the very cunning of the scene

Been struck so to the soul that presently

They have proclaim’d their malefactions’

25. ‘The spirit that I have seen

May be the devil: and the devil hath power

To assume a pleasing shape; yea, and perhaps

Out of my weakness and my melancholy – 

As he is very potent with such spirits – 

Abuses me to damn me. I’ll have grounds

More relative than this. The play’s the thing

Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.’

