Quotes Test on ‘Hamlet’ Act 1
For each of the following quotes state

· Who is speaking [1 mark]

· To whom they are speaking [1 mark]

· The context of the quote [3 marks]

1. ‘That fair and warlike form’

2. ‘This bodes some strange eruption to our state.’

3. ‘With mirth in funeral, and with dirge in marriage’

4. ‘A little more than kin, and less than kind’

5. ‘Seems, madam! Nay, it is; I know not ‘seems’.’

6. ‘But you must know, your father lost a father;

That father lost, lost his; and the survivor bound

In filial obligation for some term

To do obsequious sorrow.’

7. ‘O! that this too too sullied flesh would melt,
Thaw and resolve itself into a dew!’

8. ‘So excellent a king; that was, to this,

Hyperion to a satyr’

9. ‘Frailty, thy name is woman!’

10. ‘My father’s spirit in arms! All is not well;

I doubt some foul play: would the night were come!

Til then sit still, my soul. Foul deeds will rise,

Though all the earth o’erwhelm them, to men’s eyes.’

11. ‘But you must fear,

His greatness weigh’d, his will is not his own,

For he himself is subject to his birth’

12. ‘And keep you in the rear of your affection,

Out of the shot and danger of desire.’

13. ‘Neither a borrower nor a lender be;

For loan oft loses both itself and friend,

And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.’

14. ‘I would not, in plain terms, from this time forth,

Have you so slander any moment’s leisure,

As to give words or talk with the Lord Hamlet.’

15. ‘Be thou a spirit of health or a goblin damn’d,
Bring with thee airs from heaven or blasts from hell,

Be thy intents wicked or charitable,

Thou com’st in such questionable shape

That I will speak to thee.’

16. ‘My fate cries out,
And makes each petty artery in this body

As hardy as the Nemean lion’s nerve’

17. ‘Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.’

18. ‘Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder.’

19. ‘Haste me to know’t, that I, with wings as swift

As meditation or the thoughts of love,

May sweep to my revenge.’

20. ‘Sleeping in mine orchard,

A serpent stung me’

21. ‘But know, thou noble youth,

The serpent that did sting thy father’s life

Now wears his crown.’

22. ‘Ay, that incestuous, that adulterate beast,

With witchcraft of is wit, with traitorous gifts . . . 

. . . won to his shameful lust

The will of my most seeming-virtuous queen.’

23. ‘Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dispatched’

24. ‘There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,

Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.’

25. ‘The time is out of joint; O cursed spite,

That ever I was born to set it right.’

