Personal Writing – Past Exam Questions
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The theme of TEXTS 1, 2 and 3 is “Feeding Our Imaginations”.
Write a personal essay in which you reflect on what feeds your imagination.
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In TEXT 3, Caitlin Moran writes about a place that helped to shape and define her.

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on some of the places that have helped to shape
and define you, and the significance of these places in your life.
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TEXTS 1,2, and 3 relate to young writers.
Write a personal essay reflecting on what you perceive to be the pleasures particular to youth.
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In TEXT 1, Colum McCann tells young writers to “Listen for the quiet line”.

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on the value of personal space and quietness in
the modern world.
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In TEXT 3, Paul Auster describes a moment of revelation he experienced one Saturday morning when
he was six years old.

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on moments of insight and revelation you have
experienced.
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‘The village shops in Sara Baume's novel contain a “surplus of useless clutter”.  (TEXT 2)

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on the “useless clutter™ that is a feature of
‘many aspects of our lives.
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In TEXT 2, Joanna Briscoe, writing about fiction, tells s that “Endings can be a problem.”

Write a personal essay about your response to an ending, or endings, in your
life that you consider significant.
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“...the storyteller's connection to his audience.™ (TEXT 1)

Write a personal essay in which you explore the storytelling evident in music and song
and its impact on you as
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“My favourite T-shirt..." (TEXT 1)

Write a personal essay about your clothes, what they mean to you and what they say
about you.
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In TEXT 1, John Banville tells us of the annual childhood trip to Dublin to celebrate his birthday.

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on the significance of birthdays, your own and
those of others, sharing your thoughts on this annual personal milestone.
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In TEXT 3, Muhammad All's security personnel play along with a joke between the boxer and
Chadwick Boseman.

Write a personal essay in which you reflect on the role of humour, fun and laughter in life.
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In TEXT 3, flight engineer, Ariadne O'Neill, explains how she takes pride in her work.
Write a personal essay in which you reflect on what you are proud of in your life.
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In TEXT 2, we see that Sherlock Holmes and his friend, Watson, are very different characters.

Write a personal essay in which you celebrate friendship, and reflect on how you have been
influenced by the unique and diverse personalities of your friends.




