Guidelines for Comparative Questions

Make sure you name your texts at the start of the questions – e.g. “The texts I have studied are Casablanca by Michael Curtiz, Sive by John B. Keane and Dancing at Lughnasa by Brian Friel. 

If doing Theme or Issue indicate clearly at the start of your answer which theme or issue you are dealing with – just ONE theme or issue. 

As this is the comparative part of the course you must use at least two texts, and preferably three depending on the question. 

At the start of your answer link into the question: e.g. if the question is about cultural context include some reference to this – e.g. “I learnt a lot about the effects of cultural context on characters from studying my comparative texts, which were …..”. 

Questions may have two parts – part one dealing with some theme/issue/style of one text (start with the text you know best or the text that best suits this question) and part two asking you to deal with this issue in relation to this text compared to another text or texts. 

When answering comparatively don’t just do a paragraph on one text followed by a paragraph on the other one or two – instead base your paragraphs on different aspects of the issue and mention two or more texts in every paragraph. 

Use comparative sentences – e.g. 

“While Casablanca  deals with [some issue] in a [certain] way, Sive takes a different approach”.

“There is a similarity between the way this issue is dealt with in Casablanca and the way it is dealt with in Dancing at Lughnasa…...”

“There is difference between the way the characters in Sive and in Dancing at Lughnasa deal with this issue”.

“In Casablanca and in Sive it’s easy to tell what the author’s vision and viewpoint is, but it’s not so easy in Dancing at Lughnasa”. 

“The cultural context in Casablanca, Sive and Dancing at Lughnasa may be quite different but we learn the same lesson from each text, namely that ….”

Revision approaches: 

Get to know one text best of all – characters, quotes, a few key scenes/moments. This will be your “anchor text”. You can use this in part one of the question if you are asked to start with one text. Get to know a second text very well and use it as the main text to which you will compare the first or anchor text. Know the third text well enough to use it as a third text if the question requires a third or if the question gives you the freedom to use a third – this will give you more to say even though it may not be as detailed as the first two. The third text also is your backup if the question doesn’t suit the other texts so well or if it particularly suits this one. 

When revising it may be useful to make out a three-column chart that compares and contrasts the three texts. 

