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1. Emily Dickanson writes poers about Intense emotions and experiences
that everyone has. These can go from stark desolation to gidy delght.

Shealways uses language n 3 very strange way, especially using capital

letters, personification and a welrd order of words. Her poems can be.

very eccentric and depressing.but she also writes with a giddy senseof

humour at certain times. 1 willexamin the four poams, There's a certain »
Slant of ght', I felta Funeral In my Brain’ "Hope s the thing with

feathers'and A narrow Fellow In the Grass
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Immediately and this sets the scene for being mainly about death and
how we all have a relationship with God. The low angle of the winter's
afternoon sunlight Is like a warning from God. It ‘oppresses’ her Just like
the ‘Cathedral Tunes’ (which Is also written In capital letters). This Is
unusual because light and hymns can normally be expected to lift people
up, they do not depress them. But Dickinson Is really pointing out the fear
people sometimes have because God Judges them and has great power
over them, ‘Heavenly Hurt". God punishes. ‘An Imperial affliction’ means
thewhole world Is afraid, so The Landscape listens'. In this poem
Dickinson presents a very original way of looking at life and God. She uses
dashes to make the poem extremely dramatic and full of dread.

3. "I felt a Funeral, In my Brain' also deals with terror. Dickinson uses
nightmarish Images In which she Imagines the experience of her own
burial,‘'mourners to and fro". She shows her helplessness by making
references to thelr feet, ‘threading, threading’. This Is a haunting sound
affect. She also Imagines hearing a funeral drum ‘beating, beating’. This Is
acontinuous sound - like a pounding beat. It's also a very sad scene of
desolation with the rhythms of sorrowful mourners which just adds to
the poet’s panic. Astark Image of a coffin being put Into a grave Is
described. ‘And | dropped down and down’. The poet writes In short bursts
of a fragmented style bringing out the nightmare atmosphere. She
creates fear, the feeling of being a totally powerless victim confined In
the coffin, ‘solitary’, being lowered down Into her own grave. This surreal
scene Is extremely dramatic. It sends shock waves when we Imagine what
Is happening as Dickinson describes the traumatic protrayal of an actual
burial.
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